Contact  FES – Philatelic Expertising Service of the Slovenian Philatelic Association for all philatelic material connected with the Slovenian Postal History, Chainbreakers, SHS and Kingdom of Yugoslavia, Occupations WW II, Provinz Laibach, STT VUJA etc… 
[bookmark: _GoBack]F(Philatelic) E(xpertising) S(service)  is Protecting Rare Stamp Buyers

Within the framework of the Slovenian Philatelic Association, the Philatelic Expertising Service (shortly FES) was founded in 2004 and has been active ever since. Its task is to give opinions as to the genuineness of stamps and other philatelic material through its experts in the related field. This is especially important either when the question concerns quite expensive material or when buyers are not sure whether it is genuine. Even an experienced, long-time collector, may find himself in a situation where he/she is not sure whether the material is as described; this statement is even more true when less experienced collectors are involved. Two types of doubts exist. First, is the stamp in question genuine in all its elements (such as perforation, colour, cancellation – especially important where the price of a used stamp exceeds that of a mint one) or is it maybe a complete forgery or fake. Second, is the stamp fault free (without thins, creases, is its gum faultless and genuine, is the perforation ok for a particular issue etc). Even more questions may arise as far as letters and other entires are concerned (some stamps on covers are worth considerably more than loose copies either mint or used) and also in connections with cancellations and other markings found on them. 
Opinions, of course, cost some money but this is still better than to waste money on fakes and forgeries; no worries do have its price as well. Furthermore, it is often too late when a stamp is found to be a forgery; the seller is gone or would refuse to return the money. Therefore preventive action has to be taken.
The list of experts and their respective areas of expertise are published on the FZS Website.
FES is a collective member of A.I.E.P. (Association Internationale des Experts en Philatélie – International Association of Philatelic Experts) and works according to its rules. Being a collective member each opinion is signed by two experts plus the Head of Service (the author of this text), thus diminishing the possibility of errors and omissions.
So far we have issued over 90 opinions, most of them in the earlier years, including one for a forged Chainbreakers stamp. 
In the Regent Encyclopaedia of Empire Postage Stamps, (edited in 1935 by one of the best known philatelic names of Great Britain of all times, Robson Lowe), a well-known philatelic expert of the period, F. Ingham, wrote at the end of his contribution entitled The Value of Expert Opinions and Certificates: »The case for certificates and guarantees can scarcely be overstates, particularly having regard to the fact that they are all for the good of the hobby«. This thought is valid also today, more than 80 years after having been written.
For any further information regarding the above, please contact bostjan.petauer@siol.net. 
